
CITY OF BEAUFORT
1911 BOUNDARY STREET

BEAUFORT MUNICIPAL COMPLEX
BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA 29902

(843) 525-7070
CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION AGENDA

 February 11, 2025 

STATEMENT OF MEDIA NOTIFICATION

"In accordance with South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80(d), as amended, all local
media was duly notified of the time, date, place and agenda of this meeting."  

WORKSESSION - City Hall, Planning Conference Room, 1st Floor - 5:00 PM

Please note, this meeting will be broadcasted via zoom and live streamed on
Facebook. You can view the meeting at the City's page; City Beaufort SC
I. CALL TO ORDER

A. Philip Cromer, Mayor

II. EMPLOYEE NEW HIRE RECOGNITION

A. Police Department - Yousef Smith

III. DISCUSSION ITEMS

A. Interviews of Applicants for Boards, Commissions and Committees - Waterfront
Advisory Committee

B. Development Code discussion regarding electric fences

IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Pursuant to Title 30, Chapter 4, Section (70) (a) (2) of the South Carolina Code of
Law: Discussion regarding the purchase or sale of property

V. ADJOURN

You are invited to a Zoom webinar!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88906324213?pwd=ZGaj2HaGCxTOgaFH36ImvuUqCEGVdH.1
Passcode:388610 +19292056099 Webinar ID: 889 0632 4213
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CITY OF BEAUFORT
DEPARTMENT REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: 1/28/2025
FROM: Scott Marshall, City Manager
AGENDA ITEM
TITLE:

Interviews of Applicants for Boards, Commissions and Committees - Waterfront
Advisory Committee

MEETING
DATE: 2/11/2025

DEPARTMENT: City Managers Office

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

The following will be interviewing with Council for the 3 citizen seats that are available on the Waterfront
Advisory Committee.  
 
Howell Beach, Christopher Bliss, Patrick Canning, Gregory DiGiovanni, Perry Dukes, Willard Fosberry,
Holly Forester-Bennett, Robert Green, David Loring, George Milner, Andrew Newell, Joseph Oliver, Stephen
Perkins, Gregorie Rawls, David Russell, Josh Schott, Kim Shoemaker, Donald Starkey, Patra Watson, James
White, Christopher Youmans
 
 

PLACED ON AGENDA FOR:Discussion

REMARKS:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type Upload Date
Howell Beach Backup Material 2/11/2025
Christopher Bliss Backup Material 1/30/2025
Patrick Canning Backup Material 1/30/2025
Gregory DiGiovanni Backup Material 1/30/2025
Perry Dukes Backup Material 1/30/2025
Holly Forester-Bennett Backup Material 1/30/2025
Willard Fosberry Backup Material 2/5/2025
Robert Green Backup Material 2/5/2025
David Loring Backup Material 1/30/2025
George Milner Backup Material 2/5/2025
Andrew Newell Backup Material 1/30/2025
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Joseph Oliver Backup Material 1/30/2025
Stephen Perkins Backup Material 2/5/2025
Gregorie Rawls Backup Material 1/30/2025
David Russell Backup Material 1/30/2025
Josh Schott Backup Material 1/31/2025
Kim Shoemaker Backup Material 1/30/2025
Donald Starkey Backup Material 1/30/2025
Patra Watson Backup Material 1/30/2025
James White Backup Material 1/30/2025
Christopher Youmans Backup Material 1/30/2025
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CITY OF BEAUFORT
DEPARTMENT REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: 2/5/2025
FROM: Curt Freese, Community Development Director
AGENDA ITEM
TITLE: Development Code discussion regarding electric fences

MEETING
DATE: 2/11/2025

DEPARTMENT: Community and Economic Development

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

A recent electric fence installed in a Beaufort neighborhood, has raised questions on whether electric fences are
a public health and safety concern.  Staff received a complaint that a resident installed an above ground electric
fence around the perimeter of their yard to keep out deer.  The fence is charged to discourage deer from
entering the yard.  Residents were concerned that said fence could be a safety hazard as children could be
injured playing in the neighborhood. 
The current code on fencing within the city is silent on prohibiting electric fences. Such fences are only
prohibited from encroaching into side and rear setbacks.  Research on such fencing has uncovered that
typically electric fences are prohibited in residential districts.  Staff is proposing changes to the current fencing
section, currently found in Encroachments, Section 2.5.6 H, to a standalone fencing section in the landscape
chapter of the code, Chapter 5.8 (both attached).  The proposed fencing section would clearly prohibit electric
fences in residential districts, while also providing clearer and stronger regulations on fencing within the city.
The Planning Commission is currently considering revisions and amendments to Chapter 5, including the new
fence revisions.  It is expected a formal recommendation will be made at their March meeting and then
forwarded to City Council for approval.            

PLACED ON AGENDA FOR:Discussion

REMARKS:

Informational only. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type Upload Date
Packet Cover Memo 2/5/2025
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SCOTT MARSHALL 
City Manager 

 
 
 

 
CITY OF BEAUFORT 

Community Development Department 
1911 BOUNDARY STREET 

BEAUFORT, SC 29902 
(843) 525-7011 

FAX (843) 986-5606 

 
CURT FREESE 

Community Development 
Director 

 
Date: February 11, 2025 

From: Curt Freese, Community Development Director 

To: City Council   

ISSUE:  Electric Fences 

 

BACKGROUND: 

A recent electric fence installed in a Beaufort neighborhood, has raised questions on whether electric 

fences are a public health and safety concern.  Staff received a complaint that a resident installed an 

above ground electric fence around the perimeter of their yard to keep out deer.  The fence is charged 

to discourage deer from entering the yard.  Residents were concerned that said fence could be a safety 

hazard as children could be injured playing in the neighborhood.   

The current code on fencing within the city is silent on prohibiting electric fences. Such fences are only 

prohibited from encroaching into side and rear setbacks.  Research on such fencing has uncovered that 

typically electric fences are prohibited in residential districts.  Staff is proposing changes to the current 

fencing section, currently found in Encroachments, Section 2.5.6 H, to a standalone fencing section in 

the landscape chapter of the code, Chapter 5.8 (both attached).  The proposed fencing section would 

clearly prohibit electric fences in residential districts, while also providing clearer and stronger 

regulations on fencing within the city.  

The Planning Commission is currently considering revisions and amendments to Chapter 5, including 

the new fence revisions.  It is expected a formal recommendation will be made at their March meeting 

and then forwarded to City Council for approval.             

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Informational only.  
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Current Code 2.5.6 Encroachments (fencing section) 

 

H. Fences and Garden Walls: Fences and garden/yard walls may encroach into required 
setbacks. The support structures for fences shall be located on the inside of the fence, and no 
fence, wall or hedge shall exceed the following dimensions: 

 

1.Front or Street Side Setback: Four feet in height, with the following exceptions: 

a. On T3 lots that front Ribaut Road, fences may be permitted to be 7 feet in height on the 
condition that such fences are set back from the front property line 1 foot for every 1 foot 
increase in height above 4 feet. 

b. In the LI District, parcels fronting a Primary Street may have fences or walls up to 6 feet in 
height. Parcels fronting all other streets may be up to 10 feet in height. 

c. Electric fences are not permitted to encroach into any front or street side setbacks. 
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5.8 Fencing (proposed new Section in Chapter 5 Landscaping) 
 
The purpose and intent of this section is to establish minimum standards to regulate the location, height, and 
appearance of fences and walls to maintain visual harmony within neighborhoods and zoning districts throughout 
the City, protect adjacent properties from the indiscriminate placement and unsightliness of fences and walls, and 
ensure the safety, security, and privacy of properties. 
 
A.  Applicability 
 

This section applies to the construction, substantial reconstruction, or replacement of fences or walls not 
required for support of a principal or accessory structure, and to any other linear barrier intended to delineate 
different portions of a lot, within the City. Temporary fences for construction sites, sand fencing in beachfront 
areas, and tree protection fencing are exempt from the standards and requirements of this section. 

 
B.   Height 
Fences and walls shall be subject to the following height limits: 
 

1. Front or Street Side Setback: Four feet in height, with the following exceptions: 
 

a. On T3 lots that front Ribaut Road, fences may be permitted to be 7 feet in height on the 
condition that such fences are set back from the front property line 1 foot for every 1 foot 
increase in height above 4 feet. 

b. In the LI District, parcels fronting Primary Streets may have fences or walls up to 6 feet in height. 
Parcels fronting all other streets may be up to 10 feet in height. 

c. Electric fences are not permitted to encroach into any front or street side setbacks. 
 

2. Interior Side or Rear Setback (if side yard is not facing a street or a double frontage lot) 
        a     Transect-Based District: 6 feet in height if not facing a street,  

 
                        b.    Interior Side or Rear Setback of a Conventional District: 8 feet in height. 
 
                        c.     Interior Side or Rear Setback of LI District: 10 feet in height. 
 

3. Historic District: All fences shall be 4’ in height or less along all setbacks.  
 
C:      Materials:  

1. The support structures for fences, such as posts, shall be located on the inside of the fence.   
 
2. The gates, posts, columns, and associated details of entry gates are allowed within the required 
setbacks along streets if they do not exceed six feet in height and are approved by the Codes 
Administrator in accordance with the requirements of this Ordinance. 
 
3. All fences in the historic district shall be picket, cast iron, or wire fencing with vegetation.  

 
4. No electric fences shall be permitted on residential lots.  

 
D.   Appearance:  
 

Fences and walls visible from a street right-of-way shall be composed of a design, materials, and colors  
that are compatible with those of buildings and other elements of development on the site. 
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