
CITY OF BEAUFORT
1911 BOUNDARY STREET

BEAUFORT MUNICIPAL COMPLEX
BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA 29902

(843) 525-7070
CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION AGENDA

 March 11, 2025 

STATEMENT OF MEDIA NOTIFICATION

"In accordance with South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80(d), as amended, all local
media was duly notified of the time, date, place and agenda of this meeting."  

WORKSESSION - City Hall, Planning Conference Room, 1st Floor - 5:00 PM

Please note, this meeting will be broadcasted via zoom and live streamed on
Facebook. You can view the meeting at the City's page; City Beaufort SC
I. CALL TO ORDER

A. Philip Cromer, Mayor

II. EMPLOYEE NEW HIRE RECOGNITION

A. Downtown Operations - Jennifer Pointer
B. Fire Department - Dante D'Antonio, David Ferreira, Kaiwan Purveyor

III. PRESENTATION

A. Interviews of Applicants for Boards, Commissions and Committees
B. Advancing Officer Well-Being through the Cummings Foundation

IV. DISCUSSION ITEMS

A. Request to add two board seats to the Cultural District Advisory Board
B. Discussion regarding the Downtown Beaufort Merchants Associations
C. Road Re-Naming Process Discussion

V. ADJOURN
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Join webinar below
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88078489092?pwd=O6dNMD120OgYYBNHiNY8DtqevsEE9k.1
Passcode:676245      +13017158592      Webinar ID: 880 7848 9092



CITY OF BEAUFORT
DEPARTMENT REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: 2/12/2025
FROM: Traci Guldner, City Clerk
AGENDA ITEM
TITLE: Interviews of Applicants for Boards, Commissions and Committees

MEETING
DATE: 3/11/2025

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

The following will be interviewing with Council for the following boards.

Shay Mikell - Park and Tree Advisory Committee (PTAC)

Pazanta Byars and Joanne Parrish - Tourism Development Advisory Committee (TDAC)

PLACED ON AGENDA FOR:Discussion

REMARKS:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type Upload Date
Shay Mikell Backup Material 2/12/2025
Pazanta Byars Backup Material 2/12/2025
Joanne Parrish Backup Material 2/12/2025
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CITY OF BEAUFORT
DEPARTMENT REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: 1/27/2025
FROM: Stephenie Price, Police Chief
AGENDA ITEM
TITLE: Advancing Officer Well-Being through the Cummings Foundation

MEETING
DATE: 3/11/2025

DEPARTMENT: Police

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Dr. Baker will be here to address Council and speak regarding the Cummings Foundation Grant. 

PLACED ON AGENDA FOR:Discussion

REMARKS:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type Upload Date
Presentation Backup Material 1/27/2025
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Beaufort Police Department 
Wellness Program

A d v a n c i n g  O f f i c e r  We l l - B e i n g  T h r o u g h  t h e  
C u m m i n g s  F o u n d a t i o n  G r a n t
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The Cummings Foundation for Behavioral Health (CFBH) is a 

private nonprofit organization headquartered in Reno, Nevada. 

It seeks to provide access to proven and effective behavioral 

healthcare that allows people to realize their full potential and 

lead lives of dignity and purpose.

We recognize the service that public safety agencies provide to 

our communities; We care about the impacts of stress and 

trauma; We believe that organizations, community members, 

and public safety agencies have a collaborative responsibility to 

create safe and healthy communities. 

About The Foundation
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The Cummings Foundation for Behavioral Health is bringing 

their expertise to Beaufort PD to create an evidenced-based 

behavioral wellness program.

“Police mental health and wellness is community mental health 

and wellness. CFBH serves our officers by providing a 

research-driven mental health and wellness program to support 

and maintain the well-being of our officers, and, in turn, they 

can provide the best support to the community.”- Dr. Davena 

Longshore, Foundation Executive Director

Officer Wellness Grant
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Grant Overview
Physical Health Services: Health 
screenings, nutrition counseling, personal 
training & fitness planning

Mental Health Services: Resilience 
training and peer support programs

Innovative Tools: Web and App-based 
support for ongoing wellness

Enhance officer wellness 

through comprehensive 

evidenced-based physical 

and mental health support.
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Program Implementation
Spring 2025

1

PROVIDE FULLY 
EQUIPPED 

DEPARTMENTAL 
GYM.

2

CONDUCT 
BIOMETRIC AND 
MENTAL HEALTH 

SCREENING.

3

INTRODUCE 
RESILIENCE 

TRAINING & STRESS 
MANAGEMENT 

TOOLS.

4

EVALUATE THE 
PROGRAM’S 

EFFECTIVENESS 
THROUGH DATA 

ANALYSIS.
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Immediate Benefits:

• Reduced stress and improved mental health.

• Enhanced physical fitness and resilience.

Long-Term Effects:

• Increased job satisfaction and performance.

• Better work-life balance and family well-being.

Officer Impacts
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Enhanced Public Safety:

• Strengthened trust between officers and the community.

• Healthier officers contribute to safer neighborhoods.

Community Impacts
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Partnership Start: May 2021, Cummings Foundation donated 

wellness services.

Program Launch: March 2022, after COVID delays.

Wellness Resources Introduced: Resiliency training; VR 

stress management; exercise specialist and health coach.

Measured Outcomes: Improved physical health & 

psychological well-being.

Result: Extended funding and research for 12 more months 

due to positive impact.

Significance: A model program for nationwide public safety 

agencies.

Proven Success:
Arlington Police Department

20



CITY OF BEAUFORT
DEPARTMENT REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: 3/4/2025
FROM: Sarah Sutton
AGENDA ITEM
TITLE: Request to add two board seats to the Cultural District Advisory Board

MEETING
DATE: 3/11/2025

DEPARTMENT: Downtown Operations

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

The City of Beaufort Cultural District Advisory Board (CDAB) respectfully requests the addition of two
permanent seats to the board to further enhance collaboration and support of the district's ongoing and future
initiatives.

PLACED ON AGENDA FOR:Discussion

REMARKS:

Staff recommends amending Ordinance Article D, Sec. 1-9031 to include an additional request for board
member seats.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type Upload Date
CDAB Letter Cover Memo 3/4/2025
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The City of  Beaufort  Cultural  Distr ict  Advisory Board (CDAB) respectful ly  requests the

addit ion of  two permanent seats to the board to further enhance collaboration and support

the distr ict 's  ongoing and future init iat ives .

Seat 1 – Freedman Arts Distr ict  Representative

The Freedman Arts Distr ict  is  located within the exist ing boundaries of  the Cultural  Distr ict .

I ts  mission al igns closely with that of  the CDAB, making i t  a  natural  and complementary

partner in our efforts  to promote arts ,  culture,  and history in Beaufort .  By including a

representative from The Freedman Arts Distr ict ,  we wil l  strengthen partnerships and

increase collaboration among exist ing board members ,  which currently include

representatives from the USCB Center for  the Arts ,  Beaufort  History Museum, Histor ic

Beaufort  Foundation,  Greater  Beaufort-Port  Royal  CVB,  Tabernacle Church,  and the Harr iet

Tubman Histor ic  Marker .

Seat 2 – Member at  Large

As part  of  i ts  long-term vis ion,  the CDAB plans to expand the Taste of  Beaufort  fest ival  in

2026 by incorporating two addit ional  fest ival  s i tes .  Plans are underway for  Washington

Street Park to host  a recreation of  the Si las Green Variety Show and fest ival ,  while the USCB

Center for  the Arts  wil l  organize a jur ied art  show and open-air  arts  market .  Given the scope

of these new init iat ives ,  addit ional  board members wil l  be instrumental  in planning and

executing these ambit ious events .

We appreciate your considerat ion of  this  request and look forward to the opportunity to

further enhance the cultural  vibrancy of  Beaufort  through these addit ions to the Cultural

Distr ict  Advisory Board.

DEAR MAYOR CROMER AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL,

SINCERELY,

BONNIE HARGROVE 
USCB CENTER FOR THE ART DIRECTOR 
801 CARTERET STREET 
BEAUFORT SC 29902
WWW.USCBCENTERFORTHEARTS.COM  
843-521-3145
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.uscbcenterforthearts.com%2f&c=E,1,NW4CewlydjQqIIEp9OQ8J5SgFDDaFO06njtj_gNzAMmI_g6Y346Vya_K1GQ_SHCZSHiGChQSSehamgoULni-guxQCURM-SlzoDS-ACMvefMDGO4i6Dl0WRyx0Nk,&typo=1


CITY OF BEAUFORT
DEPARTMENT REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: 3/4/2025
FROM: Sarah Sutton
AGENDA ITEM
TITLE: Discussion regarding the Downtown Beaufort Merchants Associations

MEETING
DATE: 3/11/2025

DEPARTMENT: Downtown Operations

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

While First Friday has grown and support for the event remains high, the DBMA as an organization has
struggled to recruit members who are able make the time commitment required to serve in leadership positions
within the organization. At a recent meeting between city staff and DBMA members, all present endorsed a
plan to ensure the future success of the event by having First Friday come under the umbrella of Downtown
Operations, with Downtown Manager Sarah Sutton, who has been involved in the event since joining city staff,
taking the lead. The plan would be to wind up DBMA as an independent organization and form a committee to
help plan and execute the event, with any interested parties encouraged to join. Not only would this give
merchants the opportunity to be involved in growing First Friday without taking on the burden of running a
separate corporate entity, it could also open the event to other individuals and organizations who are interested
in seeing it succeed.

PLACED ON AGENDA FOR:Discussion

REMARKS:

Staff recommends moving the Downtown Beaufort Merchants Association under the Main Street umbrella. 
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CITY OF BEAUFORT
DEPARTMENT REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: 3/5/2025
FROM: JJ Sauve, Deputy City Manager
AGENDA ITEM
TITLE: Road Re-Naming Process Discussion

MEETING
DATE: 3/11/2025

DEPARTMENT: City Managers Office

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

At the January 14, 2025 Council Worksession, re-naming of Southside Loop in honor of Clayton Cooler,
former Director of Public Works for the City of Beaufort was discussed. Also during January, staff learned
from Beaufort County, that the new Airport Frotnage Road roadway across from Walmart needed to be
formally named since the County has completed construction and turned the roadway over to the City. In
reviewing these two matters, staff wanted to update Council on the legal and best practices for municipal road
naming in South Carolina. A memorandum outlining this process is attached to this item.
 
Staff also requests that Council discuss and provide direction on naming of Airport Frontage Road. Once
staff receives guidance from Council, both roadway namings will be taken before the Planning Commission for
public hearing and recommendation prior to returning to Council for official adoption via ordinance.

PLACED ON AGENDA FOR:Discussion

REMARKS:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type Upload Date
Road Re-Naming Memorandum Cover Memo 3/5/2025
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Scott Marshall 
CITY MANAGER 

843-525-7070 
 

John Sauvé 
DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 

843-379-7525 
 

 

 
CITY OF BEAUFORT 

1911 Boundary Street 
BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA 29902 

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
Philip E. Cromer, Mayor 

Mike McFee, Mayor Pro Tem 
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Mitch Mitchell 
Josh Scallate 

 

 

 

March 7, 2025 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  City Council 
 
From:  J.J. Sauvé, Beaufort Deputy City Manager 
 
Re:  Road Re-Naming Process 
 

Issue 
 
What are the legal and procedural steps a South Carolina municipality must take to rename 
a municipally owned road within its jurisdiction? 
 
Rule 
 
The renaming of a municipally owned road is governed by state statutes, local ordinances, 
and municipal procedures. The relevant legal authorities include: 
 

• South Carolina Code of Laws § 5-7-30 (Each municipality . . . may enact 
regulations, resolutions, and ordinances . . . including the exercise of powers in 
relation to roads, streets . . .) 
 

• South Carolina Code of Laws § 6-29-1200 (Comprehensive Planning Act, 
requiring Planning Commission review for changes to road names on official maps) 
 

• Municipal Association of South Carolina (MASC) Comprehensive Planning 
Guide, which outlines best practices for municipal planning procedures 

 
• County and emergency response (E-911) guidelines for road name changes 

 
Analysis 
 

1. Determine the Appropriate Legislative Action: 
 

o The municipality has discretion to rename roads it owns through either a 
resolution or an ordinance. 
 

o Ordinance vs. Resolution: 
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§ A resolution is typically used for symbolic or temporary changes. 
 
§ An ordinance is required for a permanent road name change, as it 

modifies the city’s official street system and addressing records. 
 

o Best practice is to use an ordinance to ensure clarity and enforceability. 
 

2. Planning Commission Review Requirement (§ 6-29-1200): 
 

o Under South Carolina's Comprehensive Planning Act (§ 6-29-1200), any 
proposed change to a street name that appears on the municipality's official 
map should be reviewed by the Planning Commission before City Council 
takes final action. 
 

o The Planning Commission must hold a public meeting, consider the 
implications of the name change on municipal planning and emergency 
response, and provide a recommendation to City Council. 

 
o If the name change is not reflected on an official map or comprehensive 

plan, the Planning Commission review may not be required, but 
consultation is still recommended. 

 
3. Public Notification and Required Public Hearing: 

 
o A public hearing is required before City Council may approve the renaming 

of a municipally owned road. 
 

o Public notice must be provided in accordance with municipal and state 
requirements, including publishing notice in a local newspaper and 
notifying affected property owners. 

 
o The hearing provides an opportunity for residents, businesses, and 

stakeholders to voice support or concerns regarding the proposed name 
change. 

 
o Input from emergency services (E-911), postal services, and local 

businesses should be considered to avoid duplication or confusion. 
 

4. Council Approval and Ordinance Adoption: 
 

o After receiving the Planning Commission’s recommendation and 
conducting the required public hearing, City Council must review the 
findings and hold a formal vote. 
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o The Council must adopt an ordinance specifying the new road name and the 
effective date. 

 
5. Notification and Implementation: 
 

o The municipality must notify the following entities of the change: 
 

§ County emergency services (E-911) for mapping and response 
adjustments 

 
§ United States Postal Service (USPS) for address updates 

 
§ Utility companies and other service providers 

 
§ Residents and businesses along the affected road 

 
o Road signage must be updated to reflect the new name. 

 
Conclusion 
 
Renaming a municipally owned road within a municipality should be conducted through 
an ordinance rather than a resolution to ensure permanent recordation and enforceability. 
The Comprehensive Planning Act (§ 6-29-1200) requires Planning Commission review if 
the road name is part of an official map. Additionally, a public hearing is required before 
City Council may take action. Public notification and coordination with emergency 
services, the postal service, and affected stakeholders are essential to a smooth transition. 
Following these steps ensures legal compliance and minimizes disruption. 
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